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Two Area Groups Receiving $104,500 in OTF Grants

MPP Toby Barrett Congratulates Local Not-for-Profits

Cayuga – Three times a year, the Ontario Trillium Foundation awards grants to charitable and not-for-profit organizations located across the province.  This summer, two Cayuga-based groups received a combined total of $104,500 in grants from the Foundation. During a presentation ceremony at the Haldimand Stewardship Council Office on Wednesday afternoon, Haldimand-Norfolk MPP Toby Barrett offered his congratulations to the groups on receiving the funding and thanked them for their ongoing work. 

“The Grand River is the jewel of Haldimand County,” said Barrett. “Both grants announced today have a connection to the Grand. We certainly know the recreational benefits of the Haldimand Grand River Rowing Club. And the Haldimand Stewardship Council will be creating a better environment on Pike Creek by enhancing a former farm drain for wildlife habitat.”

The newest OTF grant recipients in the area are the Haldimand Grand River Rowing Club and the Haldimand Stewardship Council.  Both organizations spoke of the impact they expect their grants will have on their programs and the community.

The Haldimand Grand River Rowing Club received a one-year, $29,500 grant that will enable the popular organization to buy a new eight-person rowing shell.  The addition of the rowing shell will translate into more people getting involved in their learn-to-row programs, which are open to people of all ages.  For more information on the club which was established in 2004 and its various programs, please visit the website at: www.haldimandrowing.com 

 “This new equipment will allow our rowing club to give school aged teens the opportunity to row and become competitive in local regattas.  The sport of rowing takes time and dedication to establish great skills, but you do not need great skills to have fun. We encourage you to join up with a friend, meet new friends and give rowing a try,” said Linda Mills, President of Haldimand Grand River Rowing Club

The Haldimand Stewardship Council has received a one-year, $75,000 grant to recreate a natural channel for one kilometre of the lower reaches of Pike Creek that will improve water quality and create a new wildlife habitat.  To learn more about the work of the Haldimand Stewardship Council and its efforts to preserve the local environment while working with the public and local business, please visit the website at: www.ontariostewardship.org/councils/haldimand 

“Our project objective was to re-create a year long connection from the Grand River to the upstream open reaches of Pike Creek for fish movement and habitat purposes,” said Stewardship Coordinator Kelly Tonellato. “Thanks to a grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, we were able to complete both phases of this restoration project this year!”

A leading grantmaker in Canada, the Ontario Trillium Foundation strengthens the capacity of the voluntary sector through investments in community-based initiatives. An agency of the Government of Ontario, OTF builds healthy and vibrant communities.  For more information, please visit the website at: www.otf.ca 
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